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OLIVE TREE CHURCH
AUGUST 2026 NEWSLETTER

THEME OF THE MONTH
Rest and Refreshing
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”
— Matthew 11:28
As we enter August, we are invited to embrace God's gift of rest and refreshing. In the busyness of everyday life, it is easy to become physically tired, emotionally drained, or spiritually weary. Yet our Heavenly Father lovingly calls us to pause, spend time in His presence, and allow Him to renew our strength.
This month, let us make space to rest in God's peace, reflect on His faithfulness, and be refreshed by His Word, prayer, and fellowship with one another. As we gather in worship, prayer, and community, may we discover afresh that true renewal comes from the Lord.
“Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles…”
— Isaiah 40:31
May August be a season of peace, renewal, and joyful fellowship for every member of our church family.









SPECIAL SERVICES
In loving memory — two services of thanksgiving this month.
	Celebration of Martin's Life
Tuesday, 18 August 2026 · 12:00 noon
Olive Tree Church
42–46 Blenheim Crescent, Luton LU3 1HB

Refreshments will be served following the service. Everyone is warmly welcome.
The family has requested that those attending wear bright colours as we celebrate Martin's life and give thanks for his faithful service to Christ.
If you plan to stay for refreshments, please let Helen know of any food allergies.
May the Lord comfort each one of us as we remember Martin with thanksgiving, celebrating a life faithfully lived for Christ and the lasting legacy he leaves within our church family.



	Celebration of Barbara's Life
Tuesday, 25 August 2026
Olive Tree Church
42–46 Blenheim Crescent, Luton LU3 1HB

ORDER OF THE DAY
11:30 am – 12:30 pm   —   Funeral Service
12:45 pm   —   Buffet Lunch for Family and Friends
1:30 pm – 2:30 pm   —   Sharing Memories and Celebrating Barbara's Life
3:00 pm   —   Departure from Olive Tree Church
4:00 pm   —   Interment of Barbara's Ashes

INTERMENT VENUE
St Albans Woodland Trust
Keysoe, Bedford MK44 2JP




AUGUST DIARY
Mark your calendars — here's everything happening this month at Olive Tree Church.
	Date
	Time
	Event
	Details

	Sun 2 Aug
	10:30–11:30 am
	Holy Communion – Rev. Patrick
	All-Age Theme: I Will Not Let You Go (Genesis 32:22–31). Song: Jesus Never Never Turned Anyone Away

	
	4:00 pm
	Rev. Patrick's Sending Off
	At The Branch

	Thu 6 Aug
	10:30 am–12:00 pm
	Coffee Morning
	Fellowship Gathering

	
	7:30–9:00 pm
	Encounter Prayer Meeting
	Quiet Prayer & Reflection

	Sun 9 Aug
	10:30–11:30 am
	Sunday Service – Belinda Freeman
(Michael at High Street Leagrave)
	All-Age Theme: Holding Onto Hope (Genesis 37:1–4). Song: God's Love Is So Big, So Strong and So Mighty

	Thu 13 Aug
	10:30 am–12:00 pm
	Chair Aerobics
	Fellowship Gathering

	
	7:30–9:00 pm
	Encounter Prayer Meeting
	Prayer & Worship

	Sat 15 Aug
	2:00–4:00 pm
	Summer Celebration
	Celebrate summer with a gathering of food, music, and outdoor fun for all ages.

	Sun 16 Aug
	10:30–11:30 am
	Sunday Service – Rev. Michael Anokye
	All-Age Theme: From the Heart (Genesis 45:1–15). Song: The Name of the Lord Is a Strong Tower

	Tue 18 Aug
	12:00 noon
	Celebration of Martin's Life
	See Special Services above.

	Thu 20 Aug
	10:30 am–12:00 pm
	Coffee Morning
	Fellowship Gathering

	
	7:30–9:00 pm
	Encounter Prayer Meeting
	Intercession

	Sun 23 Aug
	10:30–11:30 am
	Sunday Service – Ramon
	All-Age Theme: Empowered (Exodus 1:8–2:10). Song: If I Were a Butterfly

	Tue 25 Aug
	From 11:30 am
	Celebration of Barbara's Life
	See programme above.

	Thu 27 Aug
	10:30 am–12:00 pm
	Chair Aerobics
	Fellowship Gathering

	
	7:30–9:00 pm
	Encounter Prayer Meeting
	Prayer & Praise

	Sun 30 Aug
	10:30–11:30 am
	Sunday Service – Kate
	All-Age Theme: One Step at a Time (Exodus 3:1–15). Song: One More Step Along the World I Go

	Mon 31 Aug
	11:00 am–5:00 pm
	PCN – Peace Out Festival
	Groundswell
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